
 

Rationale for Maths at Christ Church 

 

 

At Christ Church we want to enthuse our children to become mathematicians.  We aim to 

create thinkers, visualisers, describers and explorers.  

We want our children to become fluent in the fundamentals of maths, to question, to be 

able to reason and solve problems. The White Rose curriculum embraces the National 

Curriculum and supports these skills.  

It offers guidance on using a CPA (concrete, pictorial, abstract) approach with examples to 

help pupils understand concepts and to make connections within the mathematics 

curriculum supporting the children as visualisers. 

Mathematical language is emphasised, enabling children to question, discuss and reason 

about the mathematics they are encountering supporting the children as describers.  A large 

proportion of our pupils are language poor and need structuring vocabulary as well as key 

mathematical language.  

White Rose offers a variety of questions and problems, encouraging the children to explore 

and have fun whilst learning to navigate the world of mathematics.  

White Rose is ordered logically, with concepts building on prior knowledge, e.g. Place value, 

to four operations to fractions, interspersed with topics where the order is less crucial, such 

as shape and statistics.  

To supplement the White Rose curriculum, we use classroom secrets, (itself based on the 

WR curriculum) to provide mastery style tasks for some of our lessons.  

We have also introduced SPEAR maths to provide a wider variety of investigative style 

problems supporting our children in developing their thinking skills.  

The children use Times Table Rock Stars to support the learning and recall of times table 

facts, an often mundane task made fun and motivating. 

These combined resources provide our teachers with a clear framework and high quality 

resources around which to plan their lessons.  They can be flexible and creative, matching 

their planning and teaching to the needs of their children.  All teachers have voiced a 

preference of this over the prescriptive rigidity of a scheme.   

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 


