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Farming
Now you are going to think more about what farming was like in the Middle Ages.

Farms were much smaller in the Middle Ages, and the peasants who worked the land 
did not own the land they worked on. 

This belonged to the Lord of the Manor. Peasants were simply tenants who worked a 
strip of land or maybe several strips. Farming was called strip farming in Medieval 
times, as different peasants ‘farmed’ different strips of the same field.

Medieval farming was very basic, and there were not many tools that helped to make 
the job any easier. Medieval farmers had no access to tractors, combine harvesters 
etc., that make the job a bit easier for farmers today.

Farming tools were very simple and rather useless. The wooden ploughs used for 
farming in the Middle Ages barely scratched the ground. 

The most common tools used by farmers were:
n Metal tipped ploughs for turning over the soil.
n A sickle to cut the grain.
n A scythe to mow the grass. 



Tools 

Home - inside Home - outside

Ox

Fill in this chart as you learn about each of the areas. 



A plough for turning 
the soil over. 

A sickle to cut 
the grain.

A scythe to mow 
the grass.



The Ox
A peasant family was unlikely to 
be able to own the most valuable 
of farming animals – an ox. 

Why do you think an ox was 
such a valuable animal? An ox was known as a ‘beast of 

burden’ because it could do a lot of the 
work that people would have found 
impossible to do. 
A team of oxen at ‘ploughing’ time 
was vital that a village might club 
together to buy one or two and then 
share them throughout this time.

Villagers often helped one another to ensure all the farming 
work got done. This was especially true at very busy times 
of the year: ploughing time, seeding time and harvesting.



Homes
The peasants lived in small, 
cramped houses on the manor. 
Most medieval homes were 
cold, damp and dark. 
Sometimes it was warmer and 
lighter outside the home than 
within its walls.

Many peasant families ate, 
slept and spent time together 
in very small homes, usually 
one or two rooms. The 
houses had thatched roofs 
and were easily destroyed.



This is how the inside of a 
peasant cottage might have 
looked…



This is how a lot of the houses were built…


