
Farming 
in the 
Middle 
Ages



The Middle Ages
We have looked at what life was like for the first farmers of 
the Neolithic period.

Today we are going to look at what life was like for farmers 
of the middle ages.

The Middle Ages was a tough period, from AD1154 to 
AD1484. This is just over 1,000 years after the Iron Age.

Was this before or after the birth of Jesus?

How much after?



The Manor
In the Middle Ages, most people 
lived in a small village, as part of 
a manor, which consisted of:
n the castle or manor house 

where the Lord lived, 
n the church, 
n the village with the peasants’ 

houses, 
n the surrounding farm land, with 

all the buildings. 

The lord of the manor was in 
charge, and his peasants farmed 
his land for him.



The Feudal System
This land was given to a Lord by the King –
this is known as the Feudal System.

Under the feudal system, all the land in a 
kingdom was the king’s, and he would give 
some of the land to the lords or nobles who 
fought for him. He gave his land to his most 
important nobles,  barons, and bishops.

At the lowest level of this medieval society 
were the peasants, also called serfs. 

The lord offered his peasants protection in 
exchange for living and working on his land. 



Buildings in the manor
Each manor was largely self-
sufficient, growing or producing all of 
the basic items needed for food, 
clothing, and shelter. 
To meet these needs, the manor had 
buildings devoted to special purposes, 
such as:

n The mill for grinding grain
n The bake house for making bread
n The blacksmith shop for creating 

metal goods.



Can you see all of 
the buildings?



Farming

Farming dominated the lives of most Medieval people. They 
did not own the land, or have very many possessions of their 
own. The Lord of the Manor owned the land they farmed on.
For most peasants in Medieval England, farming was the only 
chance of working, so it was important to a family for survival. 

For most people, life was tough in the Middle Ages! 



Hard Work & High Taxes
Peasants worked hard to 
farm the land and produce 
the goods that the lord and 
his manor needed. 
They were heavily taxed for 
living there, and were 
required to give much of 
what they harvested to ‘pay’ 
these taxes.



Bound by law and custom…

n It is the custom in England, as with other 
countries, for the nobility to have great power 
over the common people, who are serfs. This 
means that they are bound by law and custom 
to plough the field of their masters, harvest 
the corn, gather it into barns, and thresh and 
winnow the grain; they must also mow and 
carry home the hay, cut and collect wood, and 
perform all manner of tasks of this kind.

-- Jean Froissart, 1395



Some images of what a 
manor might have 
looked like.

Can you see where the 
Lord would have lived?



Look closely at this example.

Can you see:
• A manor house or castle.
• Surrounding fields and farmland. 
• The worker’s cottages.
• The church.
• The mill for grinding grain.
• The bake house or oven for making bread.
• The blacksmith shop for creating metal goods.



Imagine you are Lord of the Manor. 

Draw and label your manor.

You need to include
• Your manor house or castle.
• Surrounding buildings, fields and farmland, with the farmers 

working. 
• The worker’s cottages
• The mill for grinding grain.
• The bake house for making bread.
• The blacksmith shop for creating metal goods.
• The church.

There are some examples 
for you to have a look at 
to get some ideas.


