
Farming in 
the 
Industrial 
Revolution



Today you are going to look at one of the key changes to 
farming during the Industrial Revolution. 

Watch these videos about the Industrial Revolution in 
general, then you will look more closely at farming.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z
vmv4wx/video

https://youtu.be/Xh_Lk7kDrUI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yuu5vAo_0F8

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zvmv4wx/video
https://youtu.be/Xh_Lk7kDrUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuu5vAo_0F8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuu5vAo_0F8


The changes to farming during the Industrial Revolution 
are often now called the Agricultural Revolution. 
Agriculture means preparing and using the soil for 
producing crops and raising livestock (animals), so the 
Agricultural Revolution is all about the changes to 
farming.
Due to a rising population, there was a demand for more 
food. The old methods of farming in strips, and letting one 
field lay fallow for a year were not producing enough food.
There  were some key people who made big changes to the 
way farming happened.

Dictionary
Fallow - a field is ploughed but 
then left for a period of time 
without being seeded in order to
restore its nutrition.



The man in this portrait from c. 1720 was 
commonly known as Lord ‘Turnip’ Townshend.
This was not because he looked or acted like a 
turnip, but because he developed a new way of 
farming that really took off during the Industrial 
Revolution. 
By growing turnips on his land, Townshend 
realised that he didn’t need to leave any of his 
fields fallow. He could use all of his fields every 
year to increase the amount of crops that could 
be produced and the amount of money he made.

Norfolk Crop Rotation



His system of growing things was called the four 
field crop rotation. This rotation helped keep the 
ground good for farming almost all year.
This cycle of crops was made up from wheat, 
turnips, oats or barley, and clover.
Clover is much more nutritious than grass, so 
kept the soil healthy. It was alo used for grazing 
the livestock. In turn, the livestock produced 
manure which could be ploughed back into the 
soil, acting as a natural fertiliser to the soil.

Have a good  look at the picture of the four-year 
crop rotation on the next slide. 

Norfolk Crop Rotation





Stick a picture of Lord Townshend and his crop rotation in 
your book. 
Answer these questions with full sentences:
1. What new system of farming did Lord Townshend 
develop?
2. Why was this a better way of farming?


